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                    The Eberly College of Science
            
                Department of Astronomy
and Astrophysics

        

        
            We promote science education, training, and research to expand our knowledge of the universe through undergraduate and graduate education, research, and public outreach.
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            Astronomy and Astrophysics undergraduate program

      
            Develop a comprehensive view of the universe and its physical laws and learn how to explain the universe to the world.
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            Take a leading role in one of the most productive astronomy and astrophysics research programs in the country.
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            Astronomy and Astrophysics graduate program

      
  




  
    

  




     








    
  
    
         
        
                    
            
               Exploring the Universe at Penn State

            

            
        
        
        
            More than 60 faculty researchers and educators and a dozen faculty members from other departments and colleges at Penn State pursue greater understanding of our universe. Areas of investigation include exoplanets, observational and theoretical cosmology, gravitational radiation, space and ground-based instrumentation, supermassive black holes, brown dwarfs, astrostatistics, and high energy astrophysics.
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            Covering the most active areas:

      
            Penn State is one of the world's leading institutions in exoplanet research. Alexander Wolszscan, discoverer of the first exoplanets, is one of many faculty in this vibrant field.
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            For decades Penn State has been at the cutting edge of new approaches to investigating the universe, designing and constructing innovative instrumentation for both space missions and ground-based telescopes.



      
            At the forefront of new astronomical instrumentation:

      
  




  
    

  




     







    
      
        
        
          
                    
            
               Astronomy and Astrophysics Department

            

            
          
            Our faculty is one of the largest and most productive astronomy and astrophysics programs in the country engaging in front-line research programs and preparing the next generation of scientists for the future.
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        Christopher Palma

        
            Teaching Professor

      
        
            Interests

Science Pedagogy
Educational Research in Astronomy
K-12 Teacher Professional Development
Galactic Structure
Stellar Populations
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      W. Niel Brandt

      
            Eberly Family Chair Professor

      
      
            Interests

Supermassive Black Holes
Active Galactic Nuclei
Cosmic Surveys
Galaxy Evolution
Transient Sources
High-Energy Astrophysics
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          Jason Wright

          
            Professor

      
          
            Interests

Stellar Astrophysics
Exoplanets
SETI
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      The Eberly College of Science is partnering with the State College Spikes to host the SolarFest event at Medlar Field at Lubrano Park.
Learn more


      SolarFest offers April 8 eclipse viewing, science activities
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Learn more


      'Cosmic lighthouses' that cleared primordial fog identified with JWST
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      The team will develop new methods of analyzing astronomical data with the goal of identifying  Earth-like planets outside our solar system.
Learn more


      Eric Ford awarded New Initiatives grant from Kaufman Foundation
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SolarFest 2024
April 8, 12:00 pm - April 8, 4:40 pm

Medlar Field at Lubrano Park

View Details
  [image: SolarFest, Tuesday, April 8, Medlar Field at Lubrano Park]
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Bringing Astrophysics Research Online: A New Course-based Undergraduate Research Experience for Astronomy Majors
April 3, 3:45 pm - April 3, 5:00 pm

Davey Laboratory 538






	




Solar System SETI Journal Club
April 4, 12:00 pm - April 4, 1:00 pm

Davey Laboratory 538






	




SolarFest 2024
April 8, 12:00 pm - April 8, 4:40 pm

Medlar Field at Lubrano Park






	




Tuesday Lunch Talk: Mary Ogborn & Laura Duffy
April 9, 12:00 pm - April 9, 1:00 pm

Davey Laboratory 538
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            Department of Astronomy and Astrophysics
Penn State University
525 Davey Laboratory
University Park, PA 16802
814.865.0418
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